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Communication
Red Flags
After Brain Injury
A field checklist for spotting cognitive-communication
breakdown during interviews, prep, and testimony.

W H A T ' S  I N S I D E

Interview-stage red flags—

Deposition & prep-stage red flags—

Written correspondence red flags—

How the pattern should change your strategy—

E RI CA  TH O MAS,  M . S. ,  C C C -SLP   ·    EJT C OM M C ON SULT. C OM C H EC KLI ST ·  3  PAGES



For Attorneys

What to Watch For — And Why It Matters to the Case
Not every communication breakdown is evasiveness, and not every clear answer means comprehension. This
checklist gives you a fast way to flag patterns worth a closer clinical look.

W HY THIS MAT TERS

A client's communication style during your case can be evidence — of injury, of unreliability, or of both. Knowing which is which
changes strategy.

D U R I N G  T H E  I N I T I A L I N T E R V I E W

Client loses the thread of their own story without redirection
Watch for tangential or circular narratives.

Client answers a different question than the one asked
May signal comprehension breakdown, not evasiveness.

Client relies heavily on a family member to "fill in" answers
Note who answers what, and how often.

Client's account changes in structure (not just detail) across retellings
Structure drift is a different signal than fact drift.

D U R I N G  D E P O S I T I O N  &  T E S T I M O N Y P R E P

Client fatigues and becomes less coherent as sessions progress
Consider shorter sessions with built-in breaks.

Client agrees with leading questions inconsistently or too readily
Can reflect comprehension load, not just suggestibility.

Client needs frequent repetition of multi-part questions
Document this pattern — it's relevant to how testimony should be elicited.

I N  W R I T T E N  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E

Emails or forms show disorganization not present pre-injury
Compare against pre-injury writing samples where available.

Client misses deadlines tied to multi-step written instructions
Distinguish comprehension breakdown from simple noncompliance.
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T HE STRATEGIC POINT

These patterns don't just support damages — they change how you should structure interviews, prep sessions, and even
settlement conversations with this client.
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Let's talk

EJT
Spotting a pattern you can't quite 
name?
I consult with counsel on witness communication patterns, testimony reliability, and
when a formal evaluation will strengthen — or protect — your case.

M.S., CCC-SLP
ASHA CERTIFIED

9 States
AZ CA CO FL NM NY PA VA WA

10+ Years
CLINICAL EXPERIENCE

Erica Thomas, M.S., CCC-SLP ejtcommconsult.com erica@ejtcommconsult.com (410) 929-6401

This resource is provided for general educational purposes and does not constitute legal, medical, or clinical advice, and does not establish a professional or
treatment relationship. Individual cases vary — please consult a qualified professional for guidance specific to your matter. © EJT Communication Consultant LLC. All
rights reserved.
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